THE MYSTERIOUS ISLAND.

for every industrial manufacture ; railroads ; yes, railroads 1
of which a net-work would certainly one day cover Lincoln
Island.
The engineer let Pencroft talk. He did not put down
the aspirations of this brave heart. He knew how com-
municable confidence is ; he even smiled to hear him
speak, and said nothing of the uneasiness for the future
which he felt In fact, in that part of the Pacific, out of
the course of vessels, it was to be feared that no help
would ever come to them. It was on themselves, on
themselves alone, that the settlers must depend, for the
distance of Lincoln Island from all other land was such,
that to hazard themselves in a boat, of a necessarily
inferior construction, would be a serious and perilous
thing,
" But," as the sailor said, " they quite took the wind out
of the sails of the Robinsons, for whom everything was
done by a miracle,"
In fact, they were energetic; an energetic man will
succeed where an indolent one would vegetate and
inevitably perish.
Herbert distinguished himself in these works. He was
intelligent and active; understanding quickly, he per*
formed well ; and Cyrus Harding became more and more
attached to the boy. Herbert had a lively and reverent
love for the engineer. Pencroft saw the close sympathy